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Cleanup crew

STAFF PHOTO/PAUL FRANZ
Friends Liam Walker, 13, and Aksel Whitsett, 8, shovel the Walker family’s driveway in Shelburne Falls on Friday.

STAFF PHOTO/PAUL FRANZ
The “Celtic Bee” at the Miles Street
pocket park is a little under the weather
during Friday’s snow in Greenfield.

STAFF PHOTO/PAUL FRANZ
George VanDelinder shovels snow on
Court Square in Greenfield while working
for the city on Friday.

STAFF PHOTO/PAUL FRANZ
Colorful Adirondack chairs sit idle on the
Greenfield Common during Friday’s
s n ow.

UKR AINE

Capit al
under
thr eat
By YURAS KARMANAU,

JIM HEINTZ, VLADIMIR ISACHENKOV
and DASHA LITVINOVA

Associated Press

KYIV, Ukraine — Russian troops
bore down on Ukraine’s capital Fri-
day, with explosions and gunfire
sounding in the city as the invasion of
a democratic country fueled fears of
wider war in Europe and triggered
new international efforts — including
direct sanctions on President
Vladimir Putin — to make Moscow
stop.

With reports of hundreds of casu-
alties from the warfare — including
shelling that sliced through a Kyiv
apartment building and pummeled
bridges and schools — there also

Russia presses invasion

FRANKLIN COUNTY/NORTH QUABBIN

Federal grants to fund public
works, social services in region

By CHRIS LARABEE
Staff Writer

GREENFIELD — Sev-
eral communities in
Franklin County and the
North Quabbin region re-
ceived nearly $4.8 million in
grant money to address
needs in low- and moderate-
income neighborhoods.

With funding through the
competitive Community De-
velopment Block Grant
(CDBG) program, the mu-
nicipalities of Greenfield,
Athol, Montague, Orange,
Shelburne, Erving, North-
field and Warwick can sup-
port a wide range of projects
and services aimed at assist-
ing low- and moderate-in-
come residents or to revital-
ize parts of town.

In Greenfield, the city’s
$825,000 grant will go toward
a second phase of infrastruc-
ture improvements on West
Street, as well as continuing
the city’s annual contribu-
tions to social-service pro-
jects.

“This is drastically
needed,” said Lindsay Rowe,
Greenfield’s community de-
velopment administrator. “It
helps so that the city doesn’t
have to pay.”

STAFF PHOTO/PAUL FRANZ
Gina Govoni is executive director of the Montague-based
Franklin County Regional Housing and Redevelopment
Authority, which handles the Community Development
Block Grant application for Franklin County towns
outside of Greenfield.

Money to address the
needs of low- and
moderate -income

neighbor hoods

WESTERN MASSACHUSETTS

Homeless pop.
survey ongoing
Count tied to serving the needs of

homeless in the region

By CHRIS LARABEE
Staff Writer

GREENFIELD — So-
cial service agencies
across Franklin, Hamp-
shire and Berkshire coun-
ties set out Wednesday
night to drive around com-
munities and survey the
number of homeless peo-
ple as part of a national
program designed to show-
case the needs of each re-
gion.

In western Mas-
sachusetts, local agencies
like Community Action Pio-
neer Valley, ServiceNet and
Eliot Community Human
Service banded together,
seeking a view into what
the homelessness situation

looks like in each area as
they prepare to allocate re-
sources and advocate for
additional funding. Over
the next 10 days, the orga-
nizations will also be sur-
veying people in their shel-
ters in what is called the
Point in Time (PIT) count,
which is a national initia-
tive set up by the U.S. De-
partment of Housing and
Urban Development
(HUD) to determine the
greatest needs across the
country for homeless peo-
ple with and without shel-
t e r.

In Massachusetts, each
area is broken up into a
Continuum of Care (CoC),

FRANKLIN COUNTY

Towns join legal
brief over land use
Case over solar array to be heard in

Mass. Supreme Judicial Court

By MARY BYRNE
Staff Writer

GREENFIELD — A
handful of Franklin County
towns have signed onto a
legal brief in a case being
heard on March 7 by the
Massachusetts Supreme
Judicial Court.

The case, Tracer Lane
II Realty LLC v. City of
Waltham, involves a 35-
year-old zoning law that
says municipalities cannot
“unreasonably regulate”
solar energy systems. In
this case, the developer,
Tracer Lane II Realty, is
disputing the local author-
ity ’s decision to deny a per-
mit for a large industrial
solar project in a residen-
tial area.

The “friend of the court”

brief, signed by Buckland,
Wendell, Shutesbury and
Pelham, asks the Supreme
Judicial Court to protect
the power of municipal
governments to control
how land is used in their
communities.

The brief — filed earlier
this month by the Ply-
mouth-based group, Save
the Pine Barrens — argues
that the state’s Home Rule
procedures and local zon-
ing bylaws “guarantee
communities the right to
use local laws to protect
public health, safety and
welfare, and that industrial
energy facilities should not
be allowed to evade these
laws,” according to Save
the Pine Barrens.
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CORREC TION
Alleged coke ring story

The article “5 plead not guilty in alleged coke ring,”
which was published in Friday’s edition, contained a ty-
pographical error. Jason Byrd, of Greenfield, has pleaded
not guilty to a single charge of conspiracy to violate drug
laws and was ordered held on $10,000 cash bail.

where organizations in each
area work together to survey
homeless populations, while
offering them resources if they
are willing to accept them.
Western Massachusetts is
broken into the Berkshire-
Franklin-Hampshire CoC, the
largest in the state, and the
Hampden County CoC.

“At its surface, it’s a count,”
explained Erin Forbush, Ser-
viceNet’s director of opera-
tions for shelter and housing
in Pittsfield, Northampton and
Greenfield. “The deeper piece
for me and the work that I do is
it creates that connection with
the greater community and
those individuals that may
benefit from some of our assis-
tance.”

The PIT count is a multi-
pronged effort that is typically
conducted on the third
Wednesday of January, but it
has been delayed to February
in the past two years due to the
pandemic. Once the boots-on-
the-ground count is com-
pleted, each service provider
also offers surveys to people
spending time in their shelters

and resource centers that
week to ask them if they had a
safe place to stay on the night
count to paint a more com-
plete picture. In essence, the
PIT count acts as a snapshot
of any given winter night to de-
termine the highest-need indi-
viduals.

“If we see somebody tomor-
row, we’re going to say, ‘H e y,
it’s PIT count week, we’re
checking in, did you have a
safe place to stay Wednesday
night?’” Forbush said. “It’s re-
ally the work that starts hap-
pening (Thursday) and mov-
ing forward for the week. …
That’s really where we get the
extra numbers.”

Community Action Pioneer
Valley and its Three County
Continuum of Care branch
acts as the lead coordinator
for each service organization
in the region and will compile
all of the data it receives from
each organization.

Michele LaFleur, Commu-
nity Action and the Three
County CoC’s data and evalua-
tion manager, said the count is
done in the winter to find peo-
ple who are in the most need,
but might not always paint the
most accurate picture.

“Doing the count in winter
means there are a lot of people

who might be unsheltered in
warmer weather, but in winter
may find another place,”
LaFleur said, noting people
may be couch surfing or fami-
lies are more willing to open
their doors when it’s cold.
“What HUD has told us is the
goal behind the count is to get
a sense of how many people
are experiencing homeless-
ness and have no other alter-
natives.”

At the very least, HUD re-
quires service organizations’
count must “represent all
homeless persons who were
sheltered and unsheltered on
a single night during that pe-
riod,” according to HUD’s PIT
Count Methodology Guide.
Both Forbush and LaFleur
said these conditions often
lead to an “undercount” be-
cause of those who are couch
surfing or temporarily living
with family, which LaFleur de-
scribed as “invisible home-
lessness.”

“Locally, we made the deci-
sion to try and include as many
people as we can,” L aFleur
said, noting there are a “vari-
ety of reasons” why someone
may not appear at a shelter.

The large swath of mostly
rural land from Great Barring-
ton to Greenfield these agen-

cies are asked to cover is a
challenge each organization
must face as well. Although
the physical distance can be a
challenge, Forbush said the
combined forces of three coun-
ties gives them a “louder
voice” to advocate with.

“The rural nature just adds
to the amount of space people
do camp,” Forbush said. “We
certainly utilize our connec-
tions with the folks we serve.”

Compiling the numbers
Once the count and surveys

are finished, Community Ac-
tion will begin collecting them
and send them off as a final re-
port to HUD by the end of April
in preparation for the official
report later in the year, which
includes detailed breakdowns
on race and gender.

In 2021, 14 people were ex-
periencing unsheltered home-
lessness on a single night, five
people were not in a shelter
but were in a vehicle or unsafe
property and 49 people were
experiencing sheltered home-
lessness on a given night. In
January 2020, 41 people were
unsheltered and 63 were in a
shelter, according to data pro-
vided by Community Action.

LaFleur cautioned that the
lower count in 2021 was “diffi-

cult in the height of the pan-
demic” as organizations had
fewer volunteers and staff and
getting face-to-face time with
people was difficult.

“Hopefully most of those
things are settled down and
we get a better representation
of our population,” L aFleur
said. “I anticipate the number
we see this year is going to be
higher than last year.”

Forbush echoed those sen-
timents and said the 2021 data
is not a “fair number to use”
because of those pandemic-re-
lated factors.

“We have seen the numbers
of individuals increasing from
the last several years,” Fo r -
bush said.

Getting the most accurate
count possible is essential for
Community Action, Ser-
viceNet and other local agen-
cies as they work to inform
communities and government
about the housing situation.

“Communities will ask us
for a number of people experi-
encing homelessness,”
LaFleur said. “We can use it
for when we are trying to advo-
cate. … Our local legislators
like to see that information
when they’re trying to make
decisions.”

While Forbush said advo-

cating and applying for grant
funding is the “main object” of
the PIT count, it also raises or-
ganizations’ awareness about
the local homeless population.

“If there are people we’re
not aware of,” Forbush said,
“the people out doing these
surveys are able to tell them
ServiceNet has shelters in the
area.”

As the count continues,
LaFleur thanked the count-
less number of individuals and
organizations that come to-
gether and produce a report.

“While Community Action
are the ones compiling the re-
sults,” LaFleur said, “most of
the work is done by so many
providers and partners in the
region and we’re really thank-
ful to have all their help. We
c o u l d n’t do it without them.”

If you or someone you know
needs shelter, ServiceNet’s 60
Wells St. shelter in Greenfield
can be reached at 413-772-6100
and Northampton’s 91 Grove
St. shelter can be reached at
413-586-6001. For additional in-
formation, contact Ser-
viceNet’s shelter hotline at
413-587-7555 or visit ser-
vicenet.org.
Chris Larabee can be
reached at clarabee@
recorder.com or 413-930-4081.
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Ho m e l e ss

The Tracer Lane II Realty
solar project is subsidized by
the state’s Solar Mas-
sachusetts Renewable Tar-
get (SMART) program, ac-
cording to the group.

In a news release, Save
the Pine Barrens also states
that developers like Tracer
Lane II Realty use the out-
dated zoning law to claim in-
dustrial solar generating fa-
cilities subsidized by SMART
should be allowed anywhere
in a city or town, regardless
of zoning restrictions limiting
uses to certain districts, such
as residential, commercial
and industrial.

Buckland Planning Board
member John Gould said his
board, which unanimously
agreed to sign onto the legal
brief, felt that when the state
law was initially written, law-
makers couldn’t have antici-
pated solar would grow into
such a large industry. The
idea was simply to enable
people to consider solar use
at the residential level.

“That’s why, as a Planning
Board, we felt it was a re-
sponsible thing to stand be-
hind,” Gould said.

On a personal level, he
said, no group should be
given special treatment.

“This company wants to
take residential land and get
it rezoned for commercial
use,” he said. “Which, is kind
of a problem in principle, be-
cause any individual
s h o u l d n’t get special treat-
ment, where a town has de-
cided and voted on what
should happen in a particular
zone. … That should be up to
the town.”

On the topic of climate
change, he said, solar has be-
come “much more of a
player ” in the energy indus-
tr y.

“It has actually become an
industry in itself,” Gould said.
“It has sort of become a little
bit of a perversion of the orig-
inal intent, because now we
have solar companies on an
industrial scale who want to
obtrude on residential
scale.”

And in some cases, he
added, solar companies re-
move forest land for the in-
stallation of solar.

“I’m all for solar, but I’m
not all for solar at the ex-
pense of forestry,” Gould
said.

Buckland resident Janet
Sinclair, who initially brought
the issue up to the Planning
Board earlier this year, said
the town “almost unani-
mously ” passed its own solar
b y l a w.

“I think it would be very
difficult for us to think that
our bylaws could be pretty
much tossed out the window
if challenged by a deep-pock-
eted developer, even though
what passed here was ap-
proved by the Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office,” said Sinclair,
who is also a member of Save
Massachusetts Forests, a
conservation group that
signed the legal brief. “But
that is what is happening to
towns all across the common-
wealth.”

Gould said while he can’t
predict how this decision will
impact the rest of Mas-
sachusetts, “how it comes
out can very well set a prece-
dent.”

“If the community should
have the say in what happens
there,” Gould said, “is that
only true until a commercial
interest comes along and has
the money it takes to make it
happen?”
Reporter Mary Byrne can be
reached at mbyrne@
recorder.com or 413-930-4429.
Twitter: @MaryEByrne.
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Legal brief: About solar

The city undertook Phase 1
of the West Street project from
Elm Street to Western Avenue
last year and will continue in-
frastructure work from Elm
Street to Conway Street this
y e a r.

Rowe said the work on
West Street focuses on sewer,
drainage and water mains,
one of which burst during a
string of water main
breaks across Greenfield in
July 2021. She said most of this
infrastructure was installed in
the early 20th century and
needs to be replaced.

“Here we are over 100
years later,” Rowe said.

According to the project de-
scription, the West Street im-
provements will benefit the
more than 2,200 people who
live in the neighborhood, of
which approximately 75% are
low- or moderate-income resi-
dents. Construction is ex-
pected to begin in April and be
finished by September.

Nearly $80,000 will go to
several social-service pro-
grams in Greenfield, too. The
Center for Self-Reliance will
receive $50,000, while The Lit-
eracy Project and LifePath
will both receive $15,000.

In Athol, Town Manager
Shaun Suhoski said the town
is “pleased” that its $775,075
award will help continue the
rehabilitation of the Walnut
Street neighborhood off Main
Street.

“This project is going to
complete a three-year, three-
phase effort to improve the
neighborhood,” Suhoski said.
“It’ll cap off that whole neigh-
borhood.”

Like Greenfield, Athol’s
project is focused on the un-
derground infrastructure of
Walnut Street, but will also re-
construct a total of 845 linear
feet of roadway, redo curbs
and replace the “100-year- old
deteriorated clay sewer sys-
tem.” Suhoski said this project
is another facet of the more
than $6 million invested into
revitalizing downtown.

“We ’re really going to be
able to do a lot of work down-
town, which is a target area of
improvement,” Suhoski said,
adding that the funds are “vi-
tal” for towns like Athol.

“Some of the water mains
we’re upgrading are 80 to 120
years old,” Suhoski said. “The
cost is just well beyond the
rate the municipal budget
could do on its own.”

For Franklin County towns
outside of Greenfield, the
CDBG application is handled
by the Franklin County Re-
gional Housing and Redevel-
opment Authority.

Executive Director Gina
Govoni agreed the CDBG pro-
gram is “vital” to helping
small communities fund a va-
riety of essential projects and
services for low- and moder-
ate-income residents.

“I think they are really im-
portant funds,” Govoni said.
“As a regional organization,
we’re happy to bring these
funds into the area.”

Govoni said the housing au-
thority works with the towns
to determine their needs over
the course of a few years. In
smaller towns like Northfield,
Erving and Warwick, which re-
ceived $928,267, the money will
be used for housing rehabilita-
tion, which she said is neces-
sary for keeping people in
their homes.

“We do a lot of homeowner
rehab. This is really the only
program that allows us to do
homeowner rehab,” Govoni
said. “There are a significant
number of lower- and moder-
ate-income homeowners who
really need these funds.”

She estimated they work on
“anywhere from 30 to 50
homes” throughout the county
in any given year. Govoni said
these projects are usually on
an 18-month implementation
schedule, which will begin in
the summer, noting they’re “in
the process of getting the ball
rolling right now.”

Along with housing and in-
frastructure, Govoni high-
lighted the social-service as-
pect of the CDBG program,
which helps fund a “nice range
of programs.” She highlighted
L i f e Pa t h ’s home-sharing pro-
gram, which allows seniors to
“age in place,” and a feasibility
study on the Butterfield Ele-
mentary School in Orange.

“They ’re great programs
and continue to meet their
goals,” Govoni said. “They ’ve
come to rely on CDBG fund-
ing.”
Chris Larabee can be
reached at clarabee@
recorder.com or 413-930-4081.

STAFF PHOTO/PAUL FRANZ
For Franklin County towns outside of Greenfield, Community
Development Block Grant applications are handled by the
Franklin County Regional Housing and Redevelopment
Authority, seen in Montague.
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Gra n ts

were growing signs that Rus-
sia may be seeking to over-
throw Ukraine’s government.
It would be his boldest effort
yet to redraw the world map
and revive Moscow’s Cold
War-era influence.

NATO decided to send
parts of the alliance’s re-
sponse force to help protect its
member nations in the east for
the first time. NATO didn’t say
how many troops would be de-
ployed but added it would in-
volve land, sea and air power.

In the fog of war, it was un-
clear how much of Ukraine is
still under Ukrainian control
and how much or little Russian
forces have seized. The Krem-
lin accepted Kyiv’s offer to
hold talks, but it appeared to
be an effort to squeeze conces-
sions out of embattled Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy in-
stead of a gesture toward a
diplomatic solution.

The U.S. and other global
powers slapped ever-tougher
sanctions on Russia as the in-
vasion reverberated through
the world’s economy and en-
ergy supplies, threatening to
further hit ordinary house-
holds. U.N. officials said mil-
lions could flee Ukraine.
Sports leagues moved to pun-
ish Russia and even the popu-
lar Eurovision song contest
banned it from the May finals
in Italy.

Day 2 of Russia’s invasion,
the largest ground war in Eu-
rope since World War II, fo-

cused on the Ukrainian capi-
tal, where Associated Press
reporters heard explosions
starting before dawn and gun-
fire was reported in several ar-
eas.

After 8 p.m., a large boom
was heard near Maidan Neza-
lezhnosti, the square in central
Kyiv that was the heart of
protests which led to the 2014
ouster of a Kremlin-friendly
president. The cause was not
immediately known.

Five explosions struck near
a major power plant on Kyiv’s
eastern outskirts, said Mayor
Vitaly Klitschko. There was no
information on what caused
them and no electrical outages
were immediately reported.

Ru s s i a ’s military said it
seized a strategic airport out-
side Kyiv, allowing it to quickly
build up forces to take the capi-
tal. It claimed to have already
cut the city off from the west —
the direction taken by many to

escape the invasion — leading
to lines of cars snaking toward
the Polish border.

Ru s s i a ’s Defense Ministry
claimed to have blocked off the
cities of Sumy and Konotop
and that the offensive had
claimed dozens of Ukrainian
military assets. The statement
could not be independently
confir med.

Intense gunfire broke out
on a bridge across the Dnieper
River dividing eastern and
western Kyiv, while another
key bridge to the capital was
blown away.

Ukrainian officials reported
at least 137 deaths on their
side and claimed hundreds on
the Russian one. Russian au-
thorities released no casualty
figures, and it was not possible
to verify the tolls.

U.N. officials reported 25
civilian deaths, mostly from
shelling and airstrikes, and
said that 100,000 people were

believed to have left their
homes, estimating up to 4 mil-
lion could flee if the fighting es-
calates.

Zelenskyy tweeted that he
and U.S. President Joe Biden
spoke by phone and discussed
“strengthening sanctions, con-
crete defense assistance and
an antiwar coalition,” adding
that he was grateful for Wash-
i n g t o n’s support.

His whereabouts were kept
secret after telling European
leaders in a call Thursday
night that he was Russia’s No.
1 target — and that they might
not see him again alive. His of-
fice later released a video of
him standing with senior aides
outside the presidential office,
saying he and other govern-
ment officials would stay in the
capital.

“All of us are here protect-
ing our independence of our
countr y,” Zelenskyy said. “And
it will continue to be this way.
Glory to our defenders, glory
to Ukraine, glory to heroes.”

A U.S. defense official said a
Russian amphibious assault
was underway, and thousands
of Russian forces were moving
ashore from the Sea of Azov,
west of Mariupol. The official
said Ukrainian air defenses
have been degraded but are
still operating, and that about a
third of the combat power that
Russia had massed around
Ukraine is now inside the
country. The official estimated
Russia had fired more than 200
missiles into Ukraine, with
some hitting residential areas.

Russian armor is 31 miles
to both the north and west of
Ky i v.

AP PHOTO
People walk by smoldering destroyed Russian military
vehicles on the outskirts of Kharkiv, Ukraine, Friday.
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